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INFORMATION PHGE

When you have a question about FISTS, go to the
source for the correct answer. _

Posting a question on a chat room or email reflector
may result in a lot of opinions, but your best bet is to
ask a FISTS volunteer or look in the reference issue.

Please put the word ‘FISTS’ somewhere in the title
of your email.

This will help the volunteer recognize that your email
is important and not spam.

For questions about:

Awards and Certificates contact

Dennis Franklin, K6DF, fistsawards@gmail.com

4658 Capitan Drive, Fremont, CA 94536

The QSL Bureau contact
Stan Reas, K4UK, i{4uk@rev.net
1020 Long Island Drive, Moneta, VA 24121-1952

Our club call KNGWCW contact
Karl Zuege, KB1DSB, kb /dsb@gmail.com
478 CR 53, Rogersville AL 35652

The membership roster, call changes, name
changes contact

Nancy, WZ8C

PO Box 47, Hadley MI 48440

To get an application or sample Keynote sent to a
friend contact

Jim Ranieri, AAILS, aa9ls@turbotoads.com

33778 Rebecca Road, Kingston, IL 60145

Web page changes, getting your personal or club
webpage linked, etc contact

Webmaster Dennis Franklin, K6DF,

Sistsawards@gmail.com
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Club presentation packets contact
Joe Spencer, KKSNA, kkSna@kkSna.com
3618 Montridge Court, Arlington, TX 76016

Code Buddy volunteers and buddies contact

Nick Yokanovich, K3NY, & The Histori-
cal Electronics Museum Amateur Radio Club,
k3ny@cablespeed.com

108 Brent Road, Amold, MD 21012

Sprints contact
Ed Wlodarski, N2ED, N2ED@fists.org
3 Shore Road, Andover, NJ 07821-2240

Get Your Feet Wet Weekend /G3ZQS Memorial
Straight Key Contest contact

Curtis Gidding KCOUNL, feetwetlogs@fists.org

109-B West Tomaras Avenue, Savoy, IL 61874

Ordering supplies: Irene Kott, WOSE

44609 North Bunker Hill Dr, Clinton Twp MI 48038
or paypal to fists@tir.com.

Irene has no email capability. Some shirt sizes are
sold out — check web page or email Nancy, WZ8C at
nancy@tir.com.

All other questions, callsign/email/ postal address
changes, (NO we do not get this info directly from
the FCC!) renewal dates, membership questions and
MOST IMPORTANTLY — articles for the Keynote,
contact Nancy WZ8C, nancy@tir.com; PO Box 47,
Hadley, MI 48440, phone 810-797-2033, fax 810-
797-5808.

Please check your label for your renewal month/year
— dues are $15/year. and include award certificates,
newsletter and use of the QSL bureau.
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Hi FISTS,

lthough I am writing this in November, you probably won't receive it until January, but
the holiday wishes still apply — the FISTS volunteers hope you are having a happy

holiday season.

I have a few items on which we’d like to get your opinion.

First is from Stan, K4UK, the volunteer who runs our
QSL Bureau. The Bureau workers do an end-of-the-year
mailout of the cards they have on hand. Some people have a
lot of SASEs in file (some have over 50!) and these are taking
up a lot ot space and even sending out one a month wwould
take years to use up. Stan would like to have three SASEs on
file from everyone using the Bureau. So, what to do with those
who have a dozen or more SASEs? Do you want them sent
back to you or can Stan use them to send cards t people who
don’t send in SASEs? To those who don’t send in SASEs, is it
because you don’t want to use the Bureau? [t is a lot of work
and time for the Bureau workers to make up envelopes for you
and put postage on them. If you don’t want the cards, let Stan
know and he can either return the cards, assuming the people
have SASEs on file, or throw them out if you don’t want them.
There is a lot of time and expense in running our Bureau, par-
ticularly when FISTS with lapsed memberships don’t send in
SASEs, That leaves it to those who do keep their dues paid to
take up the slack in the postage/envelope/label/printing costs,
which isn't fair. So, please pay your dues and send in SASEs.

Larry, KABHFN and Bill, W2RST are hard at
work doing renewals,
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Let Stan know what vou want him to do
with your extra envelopes.

Second is the Sprints. We want to get
as many FISTS participating as we cai.
Not only is it a fun event. but it helps
people earning the operating achievement
certificates. Did having a prize package
give you an incentive to send in your tog?
Sheuld we have more than four Sprints a
year? Should we vary the dates? It’s dif-
ficult to change the dates/times because
it would have to be a time where there
isn’t already an event or net. A few years
ago, we did change one of the Sprints to
avoid the CQWW contest and that worked
well because it gave people who can’t get
on the air during the weekends a chance
to participate. If you have suggestions
or comments, drop Sprint Manager Ed
N2ED or me a note.

Third: DO WE WANT TO HAVE A
BOOTH AT HAMVENTION IN 20147
We have had a booth at Hamvention for
about 20 years and it has always been a
big success with lots of renewals and new
members, as well as a chance for us to get
together. WOSE and 1 have always set up
the booth and torn it down, which is an
incredible amount of work. Uniess you've

AWARD LOGS

@ennis, K6DF, dur Award Man-
ager would like to point out
that award logs should only include
FISTS QSOs in which they have
received a FISTS membership
number from the station worked.
Recently, Dennis has been receiv-
ing a lot of award logs, both paper
and electronic, showing QSOs well
prior to the join date for the FISTS
station listed. It is obvious that a

wiww [isisory
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Jack, WB2FXK, ra ways has a
good time at the FISTS booth!

been involved in a big show like Hamven-
tion, | don't think most people realize all
that goes into it. It hadn’t been a problem
untii this year {2013).

My brother had recently died suddenly
and | had been released from a two week
stay in the hospital and was still recovering.
I literally couldn’t walk five feet without
stopping. No way could WOBE and T set

station was not a FISTS member
when a QSO is listed with a date
of 1995 and a FISTS number of
16XXX.

Going back through very old
logbooks looking for people who
are now members will not provide
valid QSOs for a FISTS award.
The FISTS member worked has to
have been a FISTS member at the
time the QSO took place.

up the booth and run it for three days. |
BEGGED for help on our web page. a mass
emailing, the Kevnote, and Facebook. The
only ones I heard from were Bill W2RST,
Bob K20K, and Larry KASHFN, who are
experienced helpers that [ was counting
on anyway. They were able to get there
Thursday and set up the booth and also did
the lion's share of work at the booth, along
with Jack WB2FXK {you can tell from this
photo that he was having fun!).

We had about 200 FISTS sign in at the
booth and I again begged for help so we
could take a break. It was especially hard on
me because T wasn't in any condition to do
much of anything due to my health. Out of
those 200 people only TWO stepped up and
volunteered. 1 had to cancel a presentation
about FISTS at a forum because I couldn’t
get anyone to cover the booth while I was
gone. It was just pathetic. Although my
health is much improved this year, we
need people to help. I can understand being
intimidated about trying something new or
being afraid you would mess something
up. but we would have you working with
an experienced volunteer who can do the
paperwork. All you’d have to do is hand
out sample newsletters, code disks, pens,
or whatever. [ guarantee that you will have
a good time and have a good feeling from
knowing that you did something to help
your club. If you are attending Hamvention
and can spare an hour or so, please drop
me a note and let me know you can help
out. My address, as well as those of Sprint
Manager Ed, and Bureau Manager Stan are
on the inside front cover of the newsletter.

Your renewal date is on the label of the
newsletter. Please check it and send in
your $15 to FISTS PO Bex 47, Hadley MI
48440 or paypal to fists@tir.com.

It cold outside, so warm up those rigs

and get on the air! 73 88 Nancy, WZ8C.

s
Wie/
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FISTS AWARDS

By Dennis K6DF

Over the span of this column, Aug 2nd to Nov 15th, there have been some very good band
openings. 10 meters has been good, at various times, from the west coast of the U.S. into
Europe. It’s been a long time since I've heard such good signals on 10 meters coming from .
Europe. Soooo, when you fire up the: I‘lg glve a call or two on 10 or 15 meters around th
FISTS frequency and see if you can stn' up some actiy ﬂy; You may be pleasantly surprised!’

P AWard chasing activity has beén a
_httle slow over the summer months, . 'WAS;RC
but that is expected what with all = Spee

“the gdod-Weather amund the nahatr’?‘ :
I kriow how/that | goes . .riding a. - addre
, motorcyc 'fj-tm the back roads of ' 8
California, hstemng to the sound of
'the motor and watchmg the beaut:»

_ c:ﬁc Endorsmnents avazlahl&

;bands WeH Done' s .
: Operatmg activity - shauld plck b

FISTS AWARDS ISSUED — August 2, 2013 To November 15, 2013

up on the bands with: the appmach » Century Award Millionaire Award 4 Million Award
of colder winter months and better ~~ OE7LVI  G4DXX GAPRL GAMLW
openings here andthereon 10and 15~ G3WCY  WDBAFB Perpetual Prefix
meters. | plan to do more operating G4LRG  K4AGM Endorsements 18 Million Award
| eraling. - - K4UK

with the addition of a better hcater in Silver Award 50 PREFIX Normal 0 false false false

et AASMI W3QT G4LHI ~ KOLUW -
the garage this winter. EN-US JA X-NONE

Forthose of you whohave achieved : l?:;;iward GOOTT
many of the existing FISTS awards, 100 PREFIX
' Platinum Award G4LHI
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QRP WITH R3WWP — COLLUMN #99

by John Shannon, K3IWWP

s a take-off on the term DXpedition which itself is a take-off on the word expedition,
we’ve coined the term Parkpedition. Who is we and what is a Parkpedition? That’s what
I’'m going to talk about here in this column.

First of all, we refers to mem-
bers of the NAQCC WPA Chap-
ter, mainly Mike KC2EGL, Don
K3RLL, Tom WY3H, and me.
Parkpedition refers to taking our
CW/QRP equipment to the local
Kittanning Community Park to
operate for something like two to
four hours or so in late morning
and/or afternoon.

According to my “Other Calls”
log which lists my QSOs over the
years that I made using calls other
than K3IWWP such as WA3IXO
which I held for a couple years
for my apartment in Pittsburgh,
NAQCC club calls N3AQC and
N3A, etc,, our first Parkpedi-
tion was on September 2, 2009
although the term Parkpedition
wasn’t coined yet. That was with
KC2EGL and me using N3AQC.

About a month later, Mike and
I activiated our NAQCC special
event call of N3A during our club
anniversary celebration. That one
on Columbus Day October 12,
2009 was a memorable one. That’s
when we just about froze, and our

fingers became so numb from the
cold we had trouble keying our
rigs and had to pack up and come
home early. It was also the one
when we had our first visitor, Bob
W3BBO who drove down from
Erie to check us out. However he
didn’t make it before we closed up
shop. He did catch us though, as
Mike and I were taking my neigh-
bor’s dog Joe for a walk. Some-
one pulled up behind us and said
something like, “Get a real dog”.
So after we took Joe back home,
Bob visited for a while and looked
at my home station. Then he went
up to the park and worked us from
there before he headed back to
Erie.

Since those initial Parkpedi-
tions, we’ve made probably 4 or 5
each summer as well as our one on
Columbus Day each year for the
NAQCC anniversary celebration.
They include me and Mike and/
or Don when Don is up here from
Florida during June-September
each year.

Our most recent one on Colum-

bus Day was our most success-
ful ever with 76 QSOs made by
Mike and me in four hours. We've
also done contests from the park
including the Skeeter Hunt this
past summer. Although not really
Parkpeditions, we’ve also oper-
ated a few times portable from
WY3H’s hilltop property and his
yard. This year’s FD was a real
blast there. With CW/QRP only
we outdid the local ham radio club
with their high power and voice.

As far as the Community Park, it
is a wonderful quiet location. The
noise level there is virtually nil
compared to my home QTH. It’s
so quiet, I have worked stations
that you could say were RST 509.
You can even hear distant thun-
derstorms clearly which get lost in
my local noise at home. It would
be nice if I could get some prop-
erty near there and build a house,
but that’s dreaming......

We’ve used various rigs up there
including a KX1, K2, PFR, but the
latest rig of choice is our KX3s.
As you know from my bragging

www.fists.org
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on it, it’s the greatest rig I’ve ever
used, an opinion shared by many
KX3 users. It has made operating
at Parkpeditions as easy as the pro-
verbial “falling off a log” with its
marvelous design, especially the
great display. Also its auto-tuner
will tune practically any antenna
we throw at it.

Speaking of antennas, the park

Jjumpers are engaged makes a 40
(or in a longer version 80) meters
dipole. Then to use higher bands,
you just disengage the appropriate
jumper(s). Very simple but a very
effective multi-band antenna. It’s
simply fed with coax.

There is no source of electric-
ity in the park so rigs are pow-
ered with batteries. I use a 7 Ah

- hee = =

tually nil, not even moving the S
meter on the KX3. In fact, unless
I turn up the volume, I can’t tell
the difference between having an
antenna connected or not. Here
at home, my noise level is almost
always at least an S5, most of the
time even higher than that.

To see more about Parkpedi-
tions, you can check out the diary

“¢1 really enjoy these portable operations although
they make me realize just how noisy a location I have

here at home. 2?

is an excellent place to experiment
with antennas, something I can’t
do at home with my limited space.
We’ve tried a variety of antennas.
I can’t even remember them all,
but they have included an end fed
110" wire as well as shorter end
fed wires in a horizontal or slop-
ing orientation. Also some sort of
mobile whip or other vertically
oriented antenna. But the one that
outshone all others is what we call
the K3RLL jumper dipole. I'll
give you a couple links where you
can see more info about Parkpedi-
tions and the design of the jumper
dipole, but basically it is just what
it says. the overall length when the

Gel Cell which easily gives me 4
hours of operating time with the
KX3 at 5 watts output. Mike has
the built in batteries and charger in
his KX3 which give him about 2
hours operating time, after which
he switches off to his relatively
massive 12 Ah rechargable battery
which is so powerful it can start
a car or power his 9.5 inch tele-
scope. We can even run both rigs
at the same time off that monster
if need be.

I really enjoy these portable
operations although they make me
realize just how noisy a location
I have here at home. As I said,
the noise level at the park is vir-

on my web site at http.//home.
windstream.net/johnshan/ or the
past newsletters on the NAQCC
web site at http://naqcece.info/.

If you’ve never operated por-
table out in the field somewhere,
you don’t know what fun you're
missing, especially if you can do
it with good friends as I do with
Mike, Don, and Tom.

— Thanks for reading these
columns and giving all the great
Jeedback via email, letter, or on
the air contacts. They are appreci-
ated and make my time and effort
worthwhile in producing them.
Hard to believe the next one will
be #100. Whew! - 73 and -30- @y
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THE WiAPsSWORTH REY

By Bob Clinton, WOBUX

perhaps millions — have over the years been built to this design. But this particular one

rﬁ t first glance the key in the attached picture doesn’t seem exceptional. Many thousands —

has some history:.

In 1958-59 1 was a Navy electronics
technician attached to the Destroyer
Transfer Team based at Charleston,
SC. Qur mission was to assist with
the handover of WW2 destroyers
to friendly navies, in particular the
West German Navy. Six destroyers
(tactfully chosen from those that had
fought in the Pacific theatre) had been
pulled out of mothballs and were
to be modernized (somewhat) and
turned over to our NATO allies. One
of these tin cans was the USS Wad-
sworth (DD-516). The Wadsworth
was one of the famous Fletcher class
{2,100 ton) destroyers. She had been
built at Bath, ME and was launched
on 10 January 1943. As soon as she
was ready for action she was sent to
the Pacific — and action was what
she got. She participated in most of
the ensuing battles in the Pacific, cul-
minating in the action off Okinawa
for which she received the Presi-
dential Unit Citation. When the war
ended she returned to the USA and
was decommissioned on 18 April
1946 and sent to the Reserve Fleet,
having been in commission for little
more than three years,

Although a number
of modifications
carried out before being
transferred to the Germans the
existing radio and radar equipment
was retained. The only exceptions
were the radiotelegraph keys.
The open frame keys, with their
exposed contacts, were deemed to
be unsafe and were replaced by the
then standard US Navy enclosed
keys. So it was that one day as |
was walking along the deck of the
Wadsworth I noticed a key — this
one — in a rubbish skip. Naturally
I rescued it.

Although 1 was not yet a licensed
ham I had every intention of
becoming one so I home-brewed a
code practice oscillator and hooked
up the key to it, putting it to good
use to increase my code speed. In
1960 I was discharged from my

WEIT

first hitch in the Navy and one of
my first acts was to take the novice
exam and get on the air. T built an
Eico 720 75W transmitter from a
kit and used the Wadsworth key to
make my first QSO.

After ayear | got tired of civilian
life and re-enlisted in the Navy.
The constraints of shipboard life,
together with marriage and chil-
dren, caused a hiatus in my ham
radio career and it was not until
1971, after my final discharge,
that 1 took the Advanced class
exam and was back on the air. The
Eico 720 had long since been sold,
to be replaced by a Viking Valiant,
keyed, of course, by the Wad-
sworth key. Before long, however,

8 |
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as my code proficiency improved,
I decided to move up to a Vibro-
plex bug. Nevertheless the straight
key remained on the bench, con-
nected in parallel for those occa-
sions when | needed to work a
slow station or when the bug got
out of adjustment, mid-QSQO.

In 1976 work brought me to
England and the key came with
me, along with most of the rest of
my gear. And here we both remain.
Although T still have and cherish
the bug, it has been supplanted in

operation by a keyer paddle, but
the Wadsworth key is still connect-
ed and ready for emergencies and
for straight key night. Recently [
purchased an ancient Eico 720 and
am in the process of getting it back
on the air. When it is ready it will
be keyed with the Wadsworth key.

And what of the USS Wad-
sworth? She was re-commissioned
as the Zerstorer 3 in the navy of
the Federal Republic of Germanv
on 6 October 1959 and served that
country until 15 October 1981. But

there was still service in the old
girl — she was transferred to the
Greek navy, remaining in service
for another ten years before finally
being scrapped.

My Wadsworth key has been
used to send a variety of call
signs. My own have been
KNSEKI. WB60OUO, G5BUX,
GOBUX and  WOBUX. But the
most important one was NWFQ
— the call sign of the USS Wad-
sworth when she was fighting in
the Pacific during WW2.

Photo# NH 90531 USS Wadsworth (DD-516) underway.
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MY FIRST (CLUB) FI€LD DY

by Joe Falletta, W6UDQO, Fists #9995

I enjoy operating Field Day...from my home QTH, that is.

I’m not really what you’d call a serious contester; I enjoy handing out points and seeing how
well my stealth operation is getting out, honing my operating and especially my CW skills, all in
between the various chores of the weekend. When conditions and the honey-do list are favorable
I’ve been known to pull down 100 QSOs or more; then there are the lean years Iill make maybe
a dozen.

I showed up at the club Field Day site “F1 (tap tap tap) sends CQ FD and our
hoping to learn enough to be comfortable  call. F2 (tap tap) sends his call AFTER
enough to be able to operate and actu- I've typed it into the log, with 5nn and
ally do some good for the club. As it was  (tap tap tap) our section. F3 send Tnx, 73
turning out, though, I spent the morning  (tap, tap). It’s easy!” For everything else,
in eyeball QSOs with friends I’d only met  he used the iambic paddle next to the key-
before on the club two meter repeater. board. .

The afternoon, though, | was standing I was even more awed than 1 was
outside the 20 meter CW trailer listening  before; the butterflies had invited their
when a ham told me to come in and help  friends over.

out. “No pressure,” he said, noticing the At one point, Fred was having trouble
look of trepidation that appeared out of  copying a station thru the QRM. He asked
nowhere. me if I’d copied his state.

I went in and watched as Fred was send- “I think it was California,” I said.
ing, receiving, and typing at the computer “That was us,” he replied.
keyboard. Here, have a seat, he told me, “Oh.”

pulling out the empty chair next to him The butterflies were throwing a party
without missing a keystroke. Already, now. And when I’m nervous, my com-
I felt the butterflies starting to dance in  prehension drops off considerably; my
my stomach; the most T can multi-task  sending sounds like lim running QLF
is drinking a cup of coffee while carry-  (sending with my left foot). This was not
ing on a conversation with one person. I  the time for Fred to be inviting me to take
listened and watched for a while as Fred  over the helm. Fortunately, he didn’t.

copied, sent, and typed, all while explain- Unfortunately, to make this more
ing to me what all the F keys did on the  embarrassing, Tom happened to be in the
computer keyboard. trailer with us filming Field Day activity

J0 | wwwfists.org Issue §, 2013



for the club’s posterity. I still don’t
know if that part made the final cut
or wound up on the cutting room
floor. I do remember wondering
what the odds were, looking and
sounding like a complete Lid AND
having it filmed. All the while I
tried to have a good laugh at myself
along with everyone else while I
felt my face turning beet red.

“Abh, is it hot in here or is it just
me?”

That was it for me and Field Day
with the club, any club!

To be honest, most of this was
pressure I'd already put on myself,
This club puts on a very profes-
sional Field Day operation (if 1
may use that adjective to describe
an “Amateur” Radio event). It’s
all completely off the commercial
power grid using generators and
solar power on all the ham bands

up ‘into microwave, a large sign &
~ erected close to a major highway.

They have a GOTA station, invite
the press and government officials,
and even set up on a vacant lot next
to a Sheriff’s substation. I wanted
to be as professional as they were!
That wasnit going happen, espe-
cially on my first visit to the site.

On the other hand, everyone I
ran into that day was very friendly
and supportive, and told me to just
have fun with it.

“No pressure'!”

Well, maybe next time. &

VINTHGE TUBE GEWR
CW NET

by Ron Mayer, W8KYD (#10121)

e you.
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MORSE €XPRESS CHRISTM{IS REY

Morse Express has released the 2013 Christmas Key, thirteenth in the popular seasonal series.
The 2013 Christmas Key is a fully functional miniature telegraph key made by GHD Tele-

graph Key in Sendai City Japan. It incorporates traditional Japanese craftsmanship with GHD’s

impeccable engineering and finish.

The Morse Express 2013 Christ-
mas Key is fully adjustable, with
precision pin bearings at the trun-
nion, and it has two miniature bind-
ing posts. Its balance is perfect,
and lever tension is provided by an
unusual but very effective piston
compression spring that is located
forward of the trunnion post. The
contacts are hard-silver and the
unique and destinctive triangular
base is finished in mirror-polished
hard chrome. The knob is hand-
turned ebony, and there are three
small anti-skid rubber feet on the
bottom for stability. GHD’s Toshi-
hiko Ujiie uses both modemn and
traditional techniques to produce a
miniature key that will be equally
at home in the radio shack, in the
field, or decorating a Christmas
ree.

Marshall Emm (NI1FN), owner
of Morse Express, says “the Christ-
mas keys represent my annual
opportunity to play around with
key design and to have a master
craftsman carry out the work.

This year’s key features a trian-

gular base which is specifically
designed to distribute the weight
and the keying force, provid-
ing a stable platform.” The 2013
Christmas Key measures 1-3/16 x
2 inches at the base and it weighs
just over 2 ounces.

The 2013 Christmas Key is a
limited edition of 150 keys priced
at $89.95, plus shipping and han-
dling. Each key has a label with
“Christmas 2013" and a unique

serial number, Pictures and more
information are available on the
Morse Express web site at www.
MorseX.com where you will also
find secure ordering facilities. Call
(800) 238-8205 toll free to order by
phone, or (303) 752-3382 for more
information. The 2013 Christmas
key will add something special to
straight key operations through the
Holiday Season and on Straight

Key Night.

K2 |
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PN SEVER, WSIM, AT H11s TWO SHHUCKS

@ean, W8IM, still active-
Dean, W8IM, ly serves as one of the
atthe S5 REO’s on board the SS Amer-
American Victory

KKUI Radic Room ican Victory which still uses

CW for traffic. They run most
all of their traffic thru Marine
Coast CW Station KSM in
San Francisco, there is still
commercial cw being used!
Next cruise will be November

16th.

Dean, W8IM, and his
cat, Whiskers, at their
home shack.
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HIOMEBREW REUS

by Ed Biter, Jr. #909

ﬁ ere are a couple of my homemade keys. I collect keys and also make homebrew keys in my
basement workshop.

The key with the round base  smooth sending. bug, and code machine. Very
is a creation of mine, and is my The second key I call the smooth sending, with easy front
favorite straight key. The rela-  “erzats” key and is made up from  adjustments. A fun key to make.
tively long lever makes for very  parts of a straight key, sounder, @
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Two views of the Titanic key by Ed Biter. The original
Titanic was an English key made by Marconi.

Issue 3, 2013 www.fists.org | 15



HOW | BeCraMe 9 Hydm WITHOUT

By Reg Bartlert, VE3GKB (ex RAF 639879)

Foreword

M y fist was first heard on the air in July of 1939.
I was about 5,000 feet above a Royal Air Force airfield in Wiltshire, England.

1, and two or three other trainees aboard the small aircraft had been instructed to exchange
signal strengths and to send a pre-prepared message to a ground station and receive and record
a reply in morse code.

I was being trained, at the time, to become a Wireless-Operator/Air Gunner (WOP/AG). Now
if anybody reading this thinks that this was my idea, forget it ! What I had in mind was some-
thing quite different. Let me tell you how it all came about.

Looking back through the many
years (to 1938 to be exact), I was
17 years old and living in Lbn-
don, England. At that time there
were two thoughts uppermost in
my mind.

The first was that although I
had a good job that would furnish
me with advancement and a good
living, it would probably bore
me to an early death! The second
thought was that the U.K. would
almost certainly be at war very
soon and that I would inevitably
be involved.

The London newspapers of
those days were full of recruit-
ing advertisements for the armed
services. One in particular gained
my attention. It was seeking men
to be trained as aerial photogra-

Reg in flying gear in 1939. phers by the Royal Air Force.

16 | wwwfists.org Issue 3, 2013



Reg on the left in Iran circa 1942.

Having been actively engaged in
the processing and competitive
side of photography as a hobby
for the past couple of years, this
seemed to be a natural choice, so
1 applied.

Early in 1939 after some medi-
cal and educational tests, the R.A
F. allowed me to join their ranks
and started me off with six weeks
of disciplinary training At the end

of the six weeks came the good
news and bad news situation. The
good was that 1 was leaner, fitter
and tougher than I had ever been
before, or since. The bad was that
they did not need any more train-
ees for aerial photographers right
now, So, would I like to choose
another trade or become a gen-
eral duties airman and peel spuds
in the cook house etc.? With

depressing visions of what nox-
ious duties might include
and the minimal rate of pay
offered, 1 decided to try another
trade. 1t was sheer blackmail but
what could one do?

s “

efe,

Among the list of courses avail-
able was that of Wireless Opera-
tor. Quite frankly my only interest
in wireless (or radio as we call it
these days) was to tune into the

lssue 5, 2013
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BBC for the news. But the trade
paid better, and seemed prefer-
able to the spud peeling caper and
that dreaded “etc.” so I reluctantly
accepted and hoped that the war
would not go on too long.

At the beginning of the course
1 listened to the instructors, read
the prescribed texts, did the nec-
essary home-work (spare time-
work, in this case), and somehow
acquired the skill to send and
receive morse code at three or
four words per minute in a desul-
tory, uninterested manner. I felt
that the R.A.F. had tricked me
into this situation. I felt cheated.
But as the course progressed from
DC and AC theory, to antennae
and radio propagation and so on,
I found that I was getting interest-
ed in spite of myself. I had even
increased my morse code speed
to ten w.p.m.

By the time the course was
completed in the fall of 1939
war had started and I had passed
my 18 w.p.m morse test, plus
the radio theory exams, and also
tests about the various receiv-
ers and transmitters of the day. [
had also done my hour or so of
air-to-ground communication. I
was now completely sold on this
new interest and proud to sew the
“fistful of sparks” badge to my
sleeve to show that I was offi-
cially an RAF Wireless Operator.
As such [ spent, and survived the
war. Mostly in the middle east.

e e

e e e

o o

Reg at his ham station at McGregor, ON 1998,

Leaving the RAF in 1946 I
came to Canada and became busy
making a living and raising a
family. Almost 20 years went by,
and then my association at that
time with the Royal Canadian Air
Cadets reminded me of the years
that I had operated “wireless” but
was now known as “radio”.

This led to a visit to the local
Ministry of Communications
office where 1 got my Advanced
Amateur Certificate. It appeared
that time had not diminished
those skills that I had reluctantly
acquired all those years ago.

From 1966 until I retired in

1986 T worked the ham bands
on mortse code only with various
rigs. The first one of which was
home brewed. The transmitter
was not much more that a vacu-
um tube with a crystal in its grid
circuit. T got an excellent signal
report from a station in Chatham,
New Jersey the first time | used it.
I was hooked! Now at the age of
93 my hand is a bit too shaky to
use a key without a lot of errors,
so | have reluctantly acquired a
keyboard keyer.

Am [ glad that circumstances
thrust me into radio against my
will? Very much so! @y

8 |
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FISTSCW.Club
Membership Application

Callsign: Name used on Air:

Mailing Name & Address:

ian provides & synopsie of the mambars working conditions:

Rig(s):

Antennas:

Other Clubs Affiliations (ARRL, RSGB, etc.):

Other interests:

Birthday: Home Phone:

The newsletter is offered on audio cassette to blind members at no extra charge, do you
require this service?

E-mail address:

thip fee oF $18 (U8, Funde)

Date: Your Sponsor (Optional):

Signature:

skt to FISTS C.W. Club and retuim to:
North, Central, and South America including all territories/islands:

Nancy Kott WZ8C
POB 47

Hadley MI 48440-0047
USA

For Australia and New Zealand see www.fistsdownunder.org, for East Asia see www.feacw.net
and for elsewhere see www.fists.co.uk.
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